
 

 

Internal Committee 14th December 2020 
Councillor request for a meeting with our Internal Auditor 

 
 
I have attached e-mail correspondence between myself and Cllr Carter following his request for a 
private meeting with our internal auditor. 
 
As I have said in my e-mail below, I am willing to submit to any additional checks that the council 
requires but no additional details are available regarding the nature of the concerns, save the fact 
that they relate to a project/projects. 
 
Any proposed meeting must be transparent and properly recorded so that council can consider the 
result of that meeting. It would be improper for a councillor to meet alone in secret with a 
contractor and potentially in contravention of standing order 24a (ii) which states “Unless 
authorised by a resolution, no councillor shall, in the name of, or on behalf of the council or a 
committee or sub-committee issue orders, instructions or directions.” 
 
I have also confirmed with the auditor that he would not agree to a meeting alone with a councillor 
as this could lead to a “your word against mine” scenario. 
 

Proposals: 
1. That council should consider whether the meeting should go ahead 
2. If the meeting is to go ahead, a decision should be taken on the make-up of the 

council representation. I have proposed Cllr Dr. Lovelidge as chair of staffing, 
together with 2 other councillors who can confirm the efficacy of the processes in 
place. I had suggested I fulfil the officer role, but I am happy for an alternative 
officer to record the proceedings. 

 
 
 
 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : None 
Budgetary Impact  : Auditor charge 
 
  



 

 

Phil, 
The meeting with the auditors was arranged for today and no one contacted me to tell me it was not 
on. My comments I want to run past the auditors are confidential to me and them and should they 
take them on board then so be it. 
I see no reason for a kangaroo court as you seam to be wanting, I have had enough of those 
already!  
These comments are not personal and a reflection on the Council, I have to say your response is 
rather intimidating and tantamount to the whistleblower allegations within the health service 
recently in the news! 
Can I have a contact for the auditors please by return as they may want to include my comments in 
their report. Something you seam to be trying to block at present. 
All the best, Mike Carter 

Mike Carter    07801975886  
 
On 16 Nov 2020, at 18:28, Town Clerk <townclerk@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mike, 
  
I understand you have requested contact with our auditor to express concerns over the procedure 
adopted by TTC in all projects we undertake. 
  
I would be grateful if you could detail in writing the exact nature of your concerns. I will then put 
these to the internal committee on 14th December of this year. 
  
External Audits on the work of the council take place every year and, apart from very minor issues 
the council always performs well usually achieving 100% approval. Additional and detailed scrutiny 
of internal controls and processes occurs twice yearly with our internal auditor and again the 
outcomes are excellent. 
  
Your allegations infer that not only are the processes I have adopted on behalf of the focus groups 
and the council  are wrong, but that the alleged errors have not been picked up at any of the 7 or 8 
detailed internal audits undertaken since the inception of the projects. The criticism therefore 
undermines not only my own conduct, but the effectiveness of our internal auditor. 
  
As you will be aware, no councillor can take unilateral action without the permission of council, and I 
will be recommending to the Internal Committee that any meeting with the auditor should be 
chaired by Cllr Dr. Lovelidge (chair of staffing committee, since your criticism regards my conduct) 
and attended by two other councillors who can confirm the efficacy of the processes in place. An 
officer also needs to be present to advise on procedure and minute the meeting and I will fulfil that 
role. 
  
I am willing to submit to any further scrutiny that the council requires. 
  
I will await your response. I need to allow time for proper preparation of the facts for council, and I 
therefore require your response by Wednesday 25th November. If that date passes without a reply, I 
will assume that you have withdrawn the request. 
  
  

With Kind Regards, 
  
Phil Burgess 

Town Clerk 
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